Rhinelander Scientist Wins National Honor

Restoring American Martens to the North Woods

USDA Forest Service Research Ecologist Pat Zollner received the Agency’s highest national award for Early Career Scientists at ceremonies in Washington, D.C. on June 12.  Dr. Zollner was recognized for his research on the American marten.  The marten is a threatened mammal in Wisconsin.

“I am greatly honored to receive this prestigious recognition from Chief Bosworth,” said Zollner.  “Our collaborative research effort between the Forest Service and the Great Lakes Indian Fish and Wildlife Commission is designed to answer why the marten population has failed to thrive after being reintroduced in the 1970’s and 1980’s.”

Dr. John Gilbert is the co-investigator on the study from the Great Lakes Indian and Fish Commission in Odanah, Wisconsin.  “By placing radio-collars on martens we will learn where they go to find food, how they move about the forest, their preferred habitats, in essence -- a day in the life of a marten.”   With this improved understanding, both Gilbert and Zollner believe the marten can successfully return to the north woods of Wisconsin.   

By the early 1900’s the marten had disappeared from the forests of Wisconsin.  Beginning in the 1980’s, biologists reintroduced the marten into the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest.  Yet martens have not extended their range as was originally planned.  Another fur-bearing predator, the fisher was successfully reintroduced in the 1950’s. 

The marten is especially important to the Ojibwe people who call the American marten – Waabizheshi.   Waabizheshi is a clan animal with an important place in their history and life-way.

Zollner is employed by the USDA Forest Service, North Central Research Station as an ecologist at the Rhinelander Forestry Sciences Laboratory in Rhinelander, Wisconsin.  He received his PhD in Ecology from Indiana State University in 1998, MS in wildlife ecology from Mississippi State in 1993, and a Bachelor of Science in Natural Resources from the University of Michigan in 1989.  

He is active in the American Society of Mammalogists and the International Association for Landscape Ecology.  

Pat is a native of Lansing, Michigan where his parents still reside.

Since 1923, the North Central Research Station has provided credible science information to help people make informed decisions about natural resources.
