
32

THE STATUS OF TIMBER RESOURCES IN THE NORTH CENTRAL UNITED STATES

Neal H. Sullivan and Stephen R. Shifley1

ABSTRACT.—Between 1953 and 1997 the volume of standing timber in the region
(growing stock) more than doubled from 37 to 83 billion cubic feet. Forests in the North
Central Region grow 2.3 billion cubic feet of new wood on growing-stock trees each year.
Annual removals are about half that amount. The pattern is the same in each of the seven
included states (Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and Missouri). At
the same time, at 73 cubic feet per person, the 46 million people who live in the region
consume about 3.4 billion cubic feet of timber products annually. In the North Central
Region: we have 14 percent of the nation’s timberland, we annually grow 10 percent of the
nation’s new wood (growing stock), we annually harvest 7 percent of the nation’s wood
(growing stock), and the people who live in the region annually consume 17 percent of the
nation’s wood. A failure to balance growth and harvest with consumption of forest
resources in one region shifts the impacts of harvesting and production to other regions
of the U.S. or other countries. It also exports the environmental and social consequences
associated with the timber harvest (both the positive and the negative consequences).
What are the implications for local, regional, national, and global sustainability of forests?
There are many ways to alter the current balance among growth, harvest, and consump-
tion of timber: consumers, resource managers/owners, manufacturers, and elected offi-
cials can affect the balance between forest production and forest product consumption.
It is not realistic to think that in the North Central Region we could be self-sufficient in
the many different kinds of forest products that we consume, but it is reasonable to con-
sider what proportion of the total volume of wood that we consume could or should be
produced within the region. In our discussions of sustainability we could begin to consider
the implications of various levels of regional forest growth and harvest relative to timber-
land area, consumption of wood products, and forest sustainability (Shifley and Sullivan
2002). 
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