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Abstract. -- Since its origin in 1977, the nongame program
in the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has dealt with
nongame vertebrate ecology and conservation in prairies, wetlands,
forests, and urban areas. Primary activities have included data
collection and research on sandhill cranes, colonial nesting
waterbirds, bald eagles, and other species.

The Minnesota Department of Natural Re- individuals to report sightings of east-
sources initiated its present nongame wildlife ern greater sandhill cranes. A total
program in February of 1977 with my appointment of 280 reports of cranes have been re-
as nongame supervisor. Funding for this posi- ceived in two years.
tion is derived from the state game and fish
fund, and staff assistance is derived from one 2. Five-by-seven cards with lists of
Young Adult Conservation Corps member. This priority species were prepared for each
is a modest beginning, but the initial results faunal region and distributed to state
of the program have yielded a substantial and federal wildlife personnel and to
amount of data on nongame species. Some of interested private citizens on request.
this information has already been used to plan An observation card note pad was dis-.
and implement research and habitat management tributed with each card. About 1200
activities, verified reports of uncommon species

ranging from great gray owls to whooping

The nongame program is concerned with cranes have been submitted to the DNR in
vertebrate ecology and conservation in four two years. The emohasis of this program
primary habitats: prairies, wetlands, urban is to collect data on resident breeding
areas, and forest lands. This morning I will species. This information nas been log_

only address those aspects of the program ged in a nongame eata 3anK which will De
which concern forest zone bird life. computerized in the near future.

3. Individual contacts, observation caros.

PRIORITY SPECIES and literature reviews were used to
collect information or colonial water-

The State of Minnesota has been divided bird nest sites. In 1978, Deoole COn-

into ten faunal regions, and a list of priority tributed data or 214 nesting sites usea

species has been compiled for each region, oy 16 colonial waterbird soecles.
These lists were developed in consultation
with authorities from throughout the state. 4. The Department of Natural Resources

assisted Mr. Robert Janssen of the Minne-

sota Ornithologists' Union in finding
DATA COLLECTION volunteers to carry ouz 47 of the state's

52 federal breeding bird survey routes

Four sources of data are being used to in 1978.
obtain information on the distribution and

relative abundance of the priority species: RESEARCH

I. Keysort observation cards were
distributed to selected state, fed- In 1978, the Department of Natural Resources
eral, university persons and private initiated a research project funded by tne U_S.

Fish and Wildlife Service to determine if mi-

grant bald eagles are getting secondary lead

1_/Nongame Supervisor, Section of Wildlife, ooisoning from feeding on crippled Canada
Box 7, 658 Cedar Street, Department of Natural geese which are carrying lead shot. Four bald
Resources, Centennial Bldg., St. Paul, Minnesota
55155.
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eagleswere captured,X-rayed,blood samples SUMMARY
were taken,and the birdsmarkedpriorto
release. The study is being conductedin The projectsjustmentionedrepresent
cooperationwith the PatuxentWildlifeRe- only the beginningof a comprehensivestate
searchCenter,the RaptorRehabilitation nongamewildlifeconservationprogram. The
Clinicat the Universityof MinnesotaSchool futureof the programhingeson the passage
of VeterinaryMedicine,and the Departmentof of a federalnongameconservationbill in the
Entomology,Fisheries,and Wildlifeat the new sessionof Congressand of a similarbill
Universityof Minnesota. in the Minnesotalegislature.

Dead raptors,wading birdsand white Reportson our 1978sandhillcrane obser-
pelicansencounteredby state personnelare vationprogram,state heronryinventory,un-
beingcollectedand referredto the United commonwildlifeobservationsystem,and on
StatesFish and WildlifeServicefor pesticide the DNR nongameprogramare availablefree
analysiswheneverthe situationdictates, on requestat the followingaddress: Nongame
Sixty-eightgreat blue herons,greategrets, Supervisor,MinnesotaDepartmentof Natural
hawks,and white pelicanshave been checkedin Resources,Box 7, CentennialBuilding,658
the pastyear. Deadbirds not neededfor Cedar Street,St. Paul,Minnesota 55155.
pesticideanalysisare referredto appropriate
agenciesfor scientificand educationalpur-
poses.

Beginningin the springof 1979,an obser-
vationcard programwill be initiatedfor re-
portingsightingsof commonloon nestsand
pairswith young. This two-yearprogramis
designedto assessthe currentstatus,abundance
and distributionof breedingloonsin Minne-
sota.

MANAGEMENT

Land ownershippatternsare being deter-
mined for great blue heroncoloniesand bald
eagle nestingsitesin northernMinnesota
which are not withinthe boundariesof the
nationalforests. Formalizedplanswill be
developedin cooperationwith the State Divi-
sionof Forestryto managethe siteson state
forestlands. Where thesenestinglocations
occuron county-ownedor privatelands,the
DNR and the U.S. Fishand WildlifeServicewill
consultwith the ownersabout site preservation.

Two great blue heroncolonieson private
landsare being evaluatedto determineif land
acquisitionis advisable. The largestheronry
in Minnesota,locatedon PelicanLake in Grant
County,was purchasedby The NatureConservancy
in 1978. In some years it has containedup to
10,000 nests.

HeardingIslandis a dredgespoil island
in the Duluthharborwhich formerlysupported
a colonyof commorternsand pipingplovers.
Plant successionhas now eliminatedthese birds
from the island. A plan has beenimplemented
to designatethe islandas a WildlifeManage-
mentArea, and stripvegetationfrom about 5
to lO acres of land to recreatethe succession-
al stagemost favorableto these uncommon
species.
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