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PLATES
A photographic

portrayal of

Chicago’s historic

waterways—

geographic

setting for People

and the River, a

component of the

ChicagoRivers

Demonstration

Project—

provided by staff

at the Friends

of the Chicago

River and

Chicago aviator

and

photographer

Richard E.Carter.

Numbers on map correspond
to photograph numbers.
Arrows show approximate
location and direction of each
photograph.
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1. West Fork of the North Branch
of the Chicago River 

This view of the West Fork, taken near Lake
Cook Road in Deerfield, illustrates the reason
area residents refer to the water course as the
“ditch.”
(Courtesy of the Friends of the Chicago River)

2. Middle Fork of the North Branch
of the Chicago River

A wooded stretch of the Middle Fork flowing
through Harms Woods, a public recreation area
located in Glenview and administered by the
Forest Preserve District of Cook County.
(Courtesy of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service)

3. Skokie River
A peaceful section of the Skokie River or “East
Fork” in the vicinity of Centennial Park, a public
facility administered by the Park District of
Highland Park.
(Courtesy of the Friends of the Chicago River)
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4. Middle Fork of the North Branch of
the Chicago River and West Fork of
the North Branch of the Chicago River 

Confluence of the West Fork (right foreground)
and Middle Fork (left foreground) at Chick Evans
Golf Course, administered by the Forest Preserve
District of Cook County. Below the confluence,
the North Branch flows under Beckwith Road
(middleground) and Dempster Road (center
background).
(Photograph by Richard E. Carter, 1996)

5. North Branch of the Chicago River
A view of Gompers Park (Chicago Park District)
located at the southwest corner of North Pulaski
Avenue (foreground) and Foster Avenue. The
North Branch, obstructed by dense tree cover, is
located in the center of the photograph flowing
from upper left to lower right. The Gompers
Park wetland restoration project lies along the
left riverbank.
(Photograph by Richard E. Carter, 1996)

6. North Branch of the Chicago River
A view overlooking North Park College located
on Foster Avenue (foreground). The North
Branch, identified by the curving line of trees in
the center of the photograph, flows from the
foreground at Foster Avenue to River Park
(Chicago Park District) in the background where
the North Shore Channel enters from the left.
(Photograph by Richard E. Carter, 1995)

6

4

5

➤

4

➤

5

➤

6



LAKE CO.

COOK CO.

D
U

 P
A

G
E

 C
O

.

C
O

O
K

 C
O

.

DU PAGE CO.

WILL CO.

W
IL

L 
C

O
.

C
O

O
K

 C
O

.

IL
LI

N
O

IS

IN
D

IA
N

A

W
ILL C

O
.

▲
Interstate

55

▲

Ashland
Avenue

Chicago

River

LAKE
MICHIGAN

LAKE
FOREST

NORTHBROOK

EVANSTONMORTON
GROVE

SKOKIE

LINCOLNWOOD

FOREST VIEW

SUMMIT

PALOS HILLS

WILLOW
SPRINGS

LEMONT BLUE ISLAND

CALUMET
PARK

CALUMET CITY

IL
LI

N
O

IS

IN
D

IA
N

A

Sa
ni
ta
ry

and

Calumet-Sag Channel

Little Calumet River

C
al

um
et

R
iv

er

S. Fork

South

B
ra

nc
h

N
orth

B
ranch

Chicago

R
iver

N
o

rth
B

ranch

Chicago River

N
orth

S
hore

C
hannel

S
kokie R

iver

M
iddle

Fork

North Branch

W
est Fork     

Skokie
Lagoons

N
orth

B
ranch

CITY

OF

CHICAGO

Canal

Chica
go

Ship

7. North Shore Channel
A view looking southwest along the Channel as it
flows toward the background. The Peter Jans
Golf Course adjoins both banks (foreground) and
the Evanston Ecology Center is in the right back-
ground. The Lincoln Street bridge is in the fore-
ground, while Green Bay Road is in the middle-
ground.
(Photograph by Richard E. Carter, 1994)

8. North Shore Channel
A view of the Channel as it flows (foreground to
background) past public recreational facilities
administered by the Skokie Park District. The
Winston Towers apartments are on the left,
while the Lincolntown Mall is to the right.
(Photograph by Richard E. Carter, 1994)

9. North Branch of the Chicago River
and North Shore Channel

A view of the North Shore Channel (flowing from
right background) and its confluence with the
North Branch (center) as it enters from the left.
River Park (Chicago Park District) adjoins both
banks of the waterway. Argyle Street bridge is in
the foreground, while Foster Avenue bridge is in
the center.
(Photograph by Richard E. Carter, 1995)
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10. North Branch of the Chicago River
A view of the North Branch as it flows through
the Ravenswood neighborhood. Horner Park
(Chicago Park District) lies along the left bank
(west). A local riverbank planting project spon-
sored by Waters Elementary School has success-
fully restored portions of the east bank (right)
above the Bond Boat Yard (center).
(Photograph by Richard E. Carter, 1996)

11. North Branch of the Chicago River
The North Avenue Turning Basin (center) and
the North Branch as it flows on the west (left)
side of Goose Island (upper left to lower left).
The North Avenue bascule bridge crosses the
North Branch immediately above (upstream) the
turning basin.
(Photograph by Richard E. Carter, 1995)

12. Chicago River and North Branch
of the Chicago River

The North Branch (flowing from left to right) as
it joins the Chicago River (“main stem”) at Wolf
Point (small vegetated site at the river bend). The
South Branch of the Chicago River flows behind
the large, white building at the right edge (cen-
ter) of the photograph.
(Photograph by Richard E. Carter, 1995)
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