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~ ABSTRACT—In 1980 eastern South Dakota’s forest
resources covered 266,300 acres of land, a slight de-

. cline from the 296,600 acres reported in 1965. The
* area of commercial forest land also dropped from

165,400 acres to 113,600 acres. The elm-ash-locust
forest type covers 40 percent of the commercial forest
area.

KEY WORDS: Commercial forest land, productive-
.reserved, unproductive, wooded strips, shelterbelts,
nonforest with trees, forest type, land use.

One out of every 157 acres in South Dakota east
of the 103rd meridian is forested—a total of 266,300
acres.2 Most of the forest area is along the Grand,
Missouri, Belle Fourche, Big Sioux, Cheyenne, and
. Big White Rivers. An area of 113,600 acres, 43 per-
-cent of the total forest area, is suitable for producing
timber crops and is classified as commercial forest
land.? The elm-ash forest type is most prevalent,
growing on 40 percent (45,400 acres) of the com-
mercial forest area. The ponderosa pine forest type
covers an additional 16 percent or 17,800 acres:

) Area
Forest type 1965 1980
: , Acres)

Ponderosa pine 24,100 17,800
Oak 7,400 4,500
Eim-ash 62,100 45,400
Cottonwood 42,000 18,500
Plains hardwoods 22,000 13,000
Nonstocked 7,800 14,400

Total 165,400 113,600
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The most heavily forested county in eastern South
Dakota is Shannon County, which has 20,100 acres
of commercial forest—1.5 percent of the land area
(Table 1).

Forest land declined in eastern South Dakota by
24,300 acres or 8 percent between 1965 and 1980.
Commercial forest land decreased 31 percent during
the same period.

Land use 1965 1980 Change since 1965
(Thousand acres) (Percent)
Forest
Commercial 165.4 113.6 -3
Noncommercial
Unproductive 125.2 147.4 +18
Productive-
reserved — 5.3 —
Total forest 290.6 266.3 - 8
Nonforest 41,7125 41,4419 -1
Total land 42,003.1 41,708.2 -1

1This report covers the area east of the 103rd me-

ridian. Western South Dakota will be inventoried by
the Intermountain Forest and Range Experiment
Station.

2The sampling error for eastern South Dakota’s
commercial forest area was + 12.8 percent per mil-
lion acres of commercial forest land, or + 38 percent
for the entire Unit area of 113,600 acres.

3Commercial Forest Land.—Forest land that is
producing or is capable of producing crops of in-
dustrial wood and not withdrawn from timber uti-
lization by statute or administrative regulation.
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Published 1965 areas have been adjusted to align
the estimates more closely with definitions of land
classification and procedures used in the 1980 sur-
vey.

Noncommercial forest land totaled 152,700 acres

~ in 1980. The productive-reserved* area increased from
none in 1965 to 5,300 acres in 1980. This land is
located in the Badlands National Monument in Pen-
nington and Shannon Counties. The remaining area
of noncommercial forest land is unproductive forest
land, too poor to grow timber crops. The unproduc-
tive forest land is concentrated in the Badlands area.

4Land sufficiently productive to qualify as cumn-
mercial forest land but withdrawn from timber uti-
lization through statute or administrative designa-
tion, or through exclusive use for Christmas tree
production as indicated by annual shearing.

103rd MERIDIAN

Not included in the forest land area, but an im-
portant resource in eastern South Dakota are the
287,800 acres of natural and planted wooded strips
and shelterbelts. This area includes windbreaks
around farm buildings and other structures.

This information on forest land wooded strips, and
shelberbelts is part of the results of the third eastern
South Dakota forest, made by the North Central For-
est Experiment Station during 1979-1980. Other
publications giving further details will be available
soon.
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Figure 1. —Forest area in eastern South Dakota.
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