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. ABSTRACT.--Presents statistics on Nebraska’s grow-
ing-stock and sawtimber volumes by county for 1983.
Includes map showing growing-stock volume distri-
bution by. county.
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Nebraska’s 537,800 acres of commercial forest land-
-land suitable for producing industrial timber--sup-
ported 456 million cubic feet of growing-stock' volume
in-1983. This is an increase of 23 percent since the
last inventory conducted by the USDA Forest Service
_in 1955, despite a decrease in the commercial forest
land base of 24 percent. The increase is predominantly
in softwood volume, which has more than doubled in
the 28 years between surveys. The average growing-
‘stock volume per acre increased from 353 cubic feet
(2.8 cords per acre) in 1955 to 848 cubic feet (6.6 cords
- per acre) in'1983. This is due to the larger average tree
" -size in 1983.

Ponderosa pine is the most abundant species in Ne-

braska, accounting for 35 percent of the growing-stock

- ~volume (table 1). Cottonwood, the second most plen-

tiful species group in the State, showed an increase of

2.1 million cubic feet from 1955 to 1983. Oak ranked
third with 44.5 million cubic feet.

These three species groups make up about three-
fourths of the growing stock volume in Nebraska. The
following tabulation compares growing-stock volumes
by ‘species group for both surveys:

'Net volume of all live merchantable trees 5 inches
d.b.h. and larger from the stump to a variable 4-inch
top diameter outside bark of the central stem. Does not
include limbs or cull tree volume.

19552 1983
(Million cubic feet)
Softwoods
Ponderosa pine 798 160.3
Eastern redcedar 3.8 99
Jack pine _ 10 =
Total 84.6 170.2
Hardwoods

Oak 35.3 446
Hickory 14 42
Basswood 58 6.0
Soft maple 1.7 54
Boxelder 1.6 53
Elm 51.3 12.4
Ash 27.8 259
Cottonwood 140.1 142.2
Willow 6.4 1.1
Hackberry 6.5 16.5
Black walnut 34 5.1
Other hardwoods?® 4.3 71
Total 285.6 285.8

All species 370.2 456.0

Figures from the 1955 survey have been adjusted
because of changes in survey procedures and definitions.

30ther hardwoods are Texas buckeye, paper birch, ho-
neylocust, Kentucky coffee tree, and mulberry, osage or-
ange, catalpa, black locust.
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Figure 1.--Growing stock volume in Nebraska counties, 1983.

Included in the growing-stock volume are 1.7 billion
board feet of sawtimber trees. The average sawtimber
volume per acre is 3,423.6 board feet. As with growing-
stock, ponderosa pine is by far the leading sawtimber
species in Nebraska and comprises 46 percent of the
volume (table'2). The cottonwood species group is
ranked second and accounts for 30 percent of the total
sawtimber volume. Oak, ash, and hackberry account

* for most of the remaining sawtimber volume, as shown
in the following tabulation:

. o (Thousand board feet)®
Ponderosa pine

781,654

Cottonwood 510,947
Oak 138,956
Ash 89,308
Hackberry 44,308
Other species groups 146,333
~ Total. 1,711,873

The major concentrations of timber are found along
the northern border area and in the major river basins
(fig. 1). Dawes County in the northwestern part of the
State contains the largest volume of timber (12 percent

of the total), with 52.2 million cubic feet of growing-
stock and 248.6 million board feet of sawtimber.
Thirty-one percent of the total ponderosa pine grow-
ing-stock volume is found in Dawes County.

These statistics are based on results from the forest
inventory conducted by the North Central Forest Ex-
periment Station. Fieldwork for the inventory was
completed in May 1983. This is one of several papers
that will present resource statistics for Nebraska.

Sampling error for Nebraska’s total growing-stock
volume of 456,011 thousand cubic feet is estimated to
be + 9 percent. Sawtimber sampling error is estimated
to be + 9 percent for the total of 1.7 billion board feet.

4Net volume of live merchantable sawtimber trees
(softwoods 9 inches d.b.h. or larger and hardwood 11
inches d.b.h. or larger) from the stump to a point in the
central stem at which utilization for sawn products is
limited by large branches, forks, or other defects, or by
a top diameter outside bark of 7 inches for softwoods
and 9 inches for hardwoods.

5International Y-inch rule.
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Figure 1.--Growing stock volume in Nebraska counties, 1983.

Included in the growing-stock volume are 1.7 billion
board feet of sawtimber trees.* The average sawtimber
volume per acre is 3,423.6 board feet. As with growing-
stock, ponderosa pine is by far the leading sawtimber
species in Nebraska and comprises 46 percent of the
volume (table 2). The cottonwood species group is
ranked second and accounts for 30 percent of the total
sawtimber volume. Oak, ash, and hackberry account

" for most of the remaining sawtimber volume, as shown
in the following tabulation:

. o (Thousand board feet)®
Ponderosa pine

781,654

Cottonwood 510,947
Oak 138,956
Ash 89,308
Hackberry _ 44,308
Other species groups 146,333
. Total. 1,711,873

The major concentrations of timber are found along
the northern border area and in the major river basins
(fig. 1). Dawes County in the northwestern part of the
State contains the largest volume of timber (12 percent

2

of the total), with 52.2 million cubic feet of growing-
stock and 248.6 million board feet of sawtimber.
Thirty-one percent of the total ponderosa pine grow-
ing-stock volume is found in Dawes County.

These statistics are based on results from the forest
inventory conducted by the North Central Forest Ex-
periment Station. Fieldwork for the inventory was
completed in May 1983. This is one of several papers
that will present resource statistics for Nebraska.

Sampling error for Nebraska’s total growing-stock
volume of 456,011 thousand cubic feet is estimated to
be + 9 percent. Sawtimber sampling error is estimated
to be + 9 percent for the total of 1.7 billion board feet.

4Net volume of live merchantable sawtimber trees
(softwoods 9 inches d.b.h. or larger and hardwood 11
inches d.b.h. or larger) from the stump to a point in the
central stem at which utilization for sawn products is
limited by large branches, forks, or other defects, or by
a top diameter outside bark of 7 inches for softwoods
and 9 inches for hardwoods.

5International Y-inch rule.
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